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VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
INVESTIGATING DESMIDS 
AT UM BIOLOGICAL STATION
MISSOULA--
Dr. William C. Vinyard, an associate professor of botany at Humboldt State College.
Arcada, Calif., is doing research on lower plants at the University of Montana Biological
Station at Yellow Bay on Flathead Lake this summer.
in northwestern Montana
The station, located on the east shore of Flathead Lake/( is the site of scientific 
research and classroom study for 80 teachers and students from June 21 to Aug. 15.
Dr. Vinyard is doing research on North American desmids with two co-workers,
Dr. Gerald IV. Prescott, a UM professor of botany who is principle investigator of the
project, and Dr. Hannah Croasdale of Dartmouth University, Hanover, N.H.
Dr. Vinyard describes desmids as a group of algae or lower plants different from 
others in their "design, beauty and symmetry." He said the desmids are never found in 
polluted water, "so they are considered indicators of pure water."
Not many of these plant forms are found in Flathead Lake because they occur primarily 
in acid waters and the lake is what Dr. Vinyard described as a "alkaline body of water."
The research team, which has been studying desmids for eight years, received a 
National Science Foundation Grant of about $15,000 last fall for the project-. The funds 
will enable the scientists to work on the project for two more years but, unlike other 
grants, there is no stipulation that the project must be finished in that time.
"There are so many unknowns that we can't figure about how much future time will 
be required before we are done," Dr. Vinyard said.
So far, the project has resulted in the manuscript of the first volume of a proposed
series of books on desmids. Dr. Vinyard said the team does not know how many volumes 
will be published.
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DESMID INVESTIGATOR AT BIOLOGICAL STATION--2
In addition to doing research on desmids and summarizing material already published 
on that subject, Dr. Vinyard is busy illustrating the book. He says that 10 plates have 
been finished and he will need to make about 20 more illustrations before the first book 
can be published.
Dr. Vinyard has been an active member of the Yellow Bay faculty for 15 summers. He 
has taught a course on biological illustration at the station for the three previous 
summers.
While on sabbatical leave from Humboldt in 1968-69, Dr. Vinyard, as assistant dir­
ector of the station, and his wife began the station's first year-round operation when 
they spent the winter there with Dr. Prescott and his wife.
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